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fNuclear Expert Disputes Bush Remark 

| Former Weapons Inspector for U.N. Says Iraq Had U.S. Technology 


Reuter 

NEW YORK, Oct. 21-An Amer- 
ican nuclear expert who led three 
U.N. weapons inspections teams to 
Iraq said yesterday that President 
Bush was wrong to assert in Mon- 
day night’s presidential debate that 
no U.S. technology was used in 
Iraq's nuclear program. 

David Kay, who has served as a 
j nuclear expert for the United Na- 
tions, said in interviews with the 
Cable News Network and other 
broadcast media that U.N. inspec- 
j tions conducted since the end of the 
! Persian Gulf War have discovered 
the presence of some U.S. equip- 
ment that was used in Iraq's nucle- 
ar program. 

"There was U.S. equipment and 
certainly U.S. technology there," 
said Kay, who has worked for the 
International Atomic Energy 


Agency in Vienna, a U.N. affiliate. 
He cited electron beam welding 
machines made in the United 
States. 

CNN quoted other U.S. experts 
as agreeing that Bush’s statement 
was too sweeping during the debate 
with Democratic presidential can- 
didate Bill Clinton and independent 
Ross Perot. 

The experts said, however, that 
the United States did not supply 
Iraq with technology or equipment 
for specific use in a nuclear weap- 
ons program. 

U.S. policy in the late 1980s au- 
thorized "dual-use" exports, prod- 
ucts for civilian purposes that also 
could be used for nuclear and mil- 
itary projects. The welding ma- 
chines mentioned by Kay fit into 
this category. 

A study by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency has shown 


that a dozen U.S. firms provided 
dual-use equipment that was used 
by Iraq, although Germany, France, 
Britain and Italy were much more 
involved in supplying Iraq’s nuclear 
program. 

During the debate Monday, 
which was held in East Lansing, 
Mich., President Bush said: "And 
the nuclear capability [in Iraq] has 
been searched by the United Na- 
tions, and there hasn’t been one 
single scintilla of evidence that 
there’s any U.S. technology in- 
volved in it.” 

When asked Tuesday for sup- 
porting evidence, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Richard Boucher 
sought to qualify the president's 
assertion, saying U.N. inspections 
demonstrated that U.S. technol- 
ogy had "made no significant con- 
tribution" to Iraq's military capa- 
bility. 


